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allusion is made to me, as a poet, and as an imitator ot Tennyson. I would like yo» to say (in my defense) what is the fact : that the passages quoted as imitations wore mitten and published, in Boston, before the issue of even Tennyson's first volume. Dickens (J know) wrote the article — I have private personal reasons for knowing this, The portrait prepared, does not in the least resemble me.
I wrote you a long letter from Philadelphia about soven weeks since— did you get it? You make no allu-Bloii to it. In great haste,
Your most sincere friend,
ED&AB A.
The list of the tales still in the hands of editors Which this  letter   gives  brings out   strongly one source of the discouragement under which Poe had to bear up.    He had been for ten years a miter of untiring industry, and iu that time naci produced an amount of work large in quantity and excellent in quality, much of it belonging in the very highest rank of imaginative prose ; but his books had never sold, and the income   from his tales   and  other papers in the magazines had never sufficed to keep the wolf from the door unless he eked out his support by editing.    The fact that literature was not a paying profession, however, merely involved as its consequence that Poe was under the necessity of obtaining  and keeping   an  editorial  post,  if   he wished to escape poverty; that he did not realize
l  Poo to Lowell.    MS. 14s have been circulated. fth.tratlole on "American Poetry" in a late , I^ndon Foreign Quarterly, in which some
